

















UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA CAMPUSES

University of California Berkeley

120 Sproul Hall #5000

Berkeley, CA 94720-5800

(510) 642-3175 (ouars@uclink.berkeley.edu)

University of California Davis

175 Mark Hall

Davis, CA 95616

(916) 752-2971 (thinkucd@ucdavis.edu)

University of California Irvine
204 Administration Bldg.
Irvine, CA 92697-1075

(714) 824-6703 (oarS@uci.edu)

University of California Los Angeles

1147 Murphy Hall

Los Angeles, CA 90095-1436

(310) 825-3101 (ugadm@saonet.ucla.edu)

University of California Merced
P.O. Box 2039

Merced, CA 95344

(209) 724-4400

(http://admissions.ucmerced.edu/)

University of California Riverside

1138 Hinderaker Hall

Riverside, CA 92521

(909) 787-3411 (ugadmisson@pop.usr.edu)

University of California at San Diego

0-021 Admissions

La Jolla, CA 92093

(619) 822-0123 (admissionsinfo@ucsd.edu)

University of California Santa Barbara
1234 Cheadle Hall

Santa Barbara, CA 93106

(805) 893-2485 (appinfo@sa.ucsb.edu)

University of California Santa Cruz

Cook House Administration

Santa Cruz, CA 95064

(408) 459-4008 (admissions@cats.ucsc.edu)

The ACT or SAT and SAT II exams may be completed in May/June of the junior year.

If students take both the ACT and SAT, or retest, the higher score will be used for admission.
Incoming freshmen must have an eligibility index as indicated below, placing them among the top
12 2% of California high school graduates; higher indexes are used for many majors.
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INDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

The hundreds of independent (privately supported) institutions in the United States have a wide range of
characteristics. Since the tuition is paid by the student rather than by public tax dollars, the cost to the
family may be greater than the cost in a public university. Financial aid is still available, based upon
need.

While some independent colleges are in the most competitive category of admission competition, others
are looking for students in the top half of the graduating class. In addition to the typical admission
requirements of subjects, grades, test scores, the independent colleges often take a closer look at
individual students by requiring a letter of recommendation or personal interviews. Most college-prep
students will meet the administration criteria of one or more campuses.

There are great differences in size, educational purpose and emphasis among these institutions. Some are
large and offer both undergraduate and graduate programs. Most campuses may emphasize a particular
vocation or religious emphasis.  Specific information about the requirements and educational
opportunities available at any independent college in the United States is available in the Career Center
and through your counselor.

A SAMPLING OF INDEPENDENT CALIFORNIA COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Azusa Pacific University New College of California
Biola University Northrop University
California Baptist College Occidental College
California College of Arts and Crafts Pacific Oaks College
California Institute of the Arts Pacific Union College
California Institute of Technology Pepperdine University
Center for Early Education Pitzer College

Chapman College Point Loma

Christ College Pomona College

Claremont McKenna College St. Mary’s College
Cogswell College San Francisco Art Institute
College of Notre Dame San Francisco Conservatory
Concordia University Scripps College

Dominican College of San Rafael Simpson College

Fresno Pacific College Stanford University

Golden Gate University United States International
Harvey Mudd University University of La Verne
Holy Names College University of the Pacific
Humphreys College University of Redlands
Loma Linda University University of San Diego
Loyola Marymount University of San Francisco
Marymount College (PV Campus) University of Santa Clara
Masters College University of Southern California
Menlo College West Coast University
Mills College Westmount College

Mount St. Marys Whittier college

National University Woodbury University
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MILITARY OPPORTUNITIES

The advantages of military service include:

IMMEDIATE BENEFITS

1.  Educational and career training (technical and professional)

* College degrees—associate, bachelor’s, graduate

* Vocational or technical certificates

* Certificates of completion of civilian apprenticeship programs

* High School diplomas or equivalency documents

Opportunity to become a commissioned officer through ROTC or military academies
Travel

Specific guaranteed training

A community with a variety of attractions

Free medical and dental care

Lower cost Commissary and Post Exchange services

Guaranteed pay

Promotion opportunities

0. Trained consultants and counselors, wide resources and references

S0 XN LR W

LONG-TERM BENEFITS
GI. Bill
Scholarships and fellowships
Pay bonuses
30-day paid vacation every year
Development of leisure time skills
Certain housing, medical, and educational services for families
Low cost life insurance
FHA In-Service Insured Loan for buying a home
Lifetime retirement benefits after 20 years service
0. In career civil service, the veteran has absolute job retention rights over all non-veteran
Federal workers

SO 0NN R W=

SCHOLARSHIPS AND STUDENT AID PROGRAMS

If you are willing to serve for a period of time in the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force or Marine Corps, you
will find that some very generous scholarships and student aid programs are available to you. In some
cases, you can receive an education first, and serve an equivalent amount of time after you graduate.
There are also programs that permit you to enter the service and accumulate money for an education
while you complete your enlistment period.

The college scholarship programs pay full college tuition for up to four years of undergraduate study, plus
all instructional fees, including cost of textbooks. Students also receive $100 per month for living
expenses for a period up to 40 months, and pay for summer training and travel. You would be required to
serve four years on active duty in the regular service, as a commissioned officer, after college graduation.

Recruiting Offices

U.S. Army (259-0896), U.S. Navy (259-6493), U.S. Air Force (255-5484), U.S. Marine Corp (259-6481)
21515 Soledad Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91350
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UNITED STATES SERVICE ACADEMIES

Locations

Costs

Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80840

Coast Guard Academy, New London, Connecticut 06320
Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point, New York 10996
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland 21402

United States Military Academy, West Point, New York 10996

None. Full U.S. Government scholarships are awarded which cover tuition and room and board.
Each student also receives a stipend ($400-$600 per month) to meet costs of books, supplies,
clothing, and personal expenses.

Admission Requirements

Apply spring semester of junior year. Contact the appropriate liaison officer for specific
requirements of any academy.

Example U.S. Air Force Academy
Admission is based on a composite score based on academic and leadership competencies:

70% - Academic Competencies
* High School Coursework
4 years college prep English, 4 years advanced math, 3 years lab science, 3 years foreign
language (desirable: typing, computer science)
e Number of Honors, Advanced Placement and/or accelerated courses
*  GPA (in academic courses only)
» Test scores: PSAT (pre-candidate only), SAT, ACT (complete in junior year)

30% - Leadership Competencies
* Physical aptitude (pullups, situps, pushups, running)
e Athletic activities
* Extra curricular activities (i.e., school offices, clubs, drama, music, scouts, church,
organizations, etc.)

Academic majors offered:
Science, engineering, computer science, social sciences, humanities, operations
research, space operations, and aerospace science

Graduates:
*  Have five year military obligation
*  Receive second lieutenant commission
*  May enter pilot training program (about 2/3 of class)
*  May enter career support areas (about 1/3 of class)
*  May enter medical school (up to 2% of class)
*  May apply for advanced degree programs

Contact an academy liaison officer (9" grade is NOT too early) to develop appropriate plans to meet all
academy requirements and timelines for admission.

NOTE: Apply for a nomination through your Congressperson and take the SAT and ACT
Examinations by your junior year.
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FINANCIAL AID: WHAT IT IS AND HOW TO GET IT

The basic question of how to finance a college education is uppermost in the minds of students and
parents. It should be understood that the family’s financial strength is dependent upon a combination of
things such as assets, liabilities, family size, age of parents and medical expenses. Parents and students
are responsible to help pay for college costs. If the costs cannot be met, then the student has the oppor-
tunity to apply for financial help.

When computing college costs, it is important that you include all costs for you to attend school. Food,
clothing, transportation, and medical expenses are included in the cost of your education, along with fees
and books.

All students should apply for financial aid even if they think they do not qualify. Thus, the rule of thumb,
is: ALWAYS APPLY - you will be told if you do not qualify. Remember, two thirds of all college students
receive some type of financial assistance.

It is the student’s responsibility to meet all financial aid deadlines on time. Information concerning
sources of money qualifications and deadlines can be obtained from the following:

The daily bulletin

Counselors in charge of scholarships and financial aid

Reference materials found in the Counseling Office and public library
Newsletters sent home to parents

The Annual Santa Clarita College Day

The Financial Aid Office of the college of your choice

The Career Center

Nk W=

DETERMINING FINANCIAL AID

The most important criteria for qualifying for financial aid is NEED as defined by the following equation:

Cost of Attendance - Expected Family Contribution = NEED
(Variable) (Constant) (Variable)

Thus, a student who qualifies for financial aid will receive more money if he or she attends a private
college with high tuition costs than if he or she attends a state college.

The first step in determining NEED is for the student to submit the Free Application for Financial Aid
(FAFSA) to the College Scholarship Service (CSS) during the designated time period (generally
sometime in February of the senior year.) The CSS is a non-profit agency used for need analysis proc-
essing. CSS will inform the student of the amount the student and family are expected to contribute
toward college costs. The college Financial Aid Office will then utilize this expected contribution to
determine if NEED exists and, if so, how much. Some private and out-of-state colleges require a form
called the PROFILE to be filed in addition to the FAFSA. You must check with the Financial Aid Office
of the college(s) to which you are applying to determine if this is a requirement. If you are planning to
attend a California college you should file the GPA Verification Form to apply for CAL Grants.
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FINANCIAL AID CALENDAR FOR SENIOR YEAR

Community and Four Year Colleges* Trade and Technical Schools

If you are wondering whether you should make application, you probably should. This process is necessary
not only for grants, but also for some scholarships, low interest loans, and appropriate financial aid packages.

SEPTEMBER » Apply for a social security number if you have not already done so. You will
OCTOBER need the number for financial aid and/or college admission.
DECEMBER * The arrival of the financial aid material in the Counseling Office will be

announced in the daily bulletin by December. Pick up the FAFSA, Cal Grant
Supplement, and the California Student Financial Aid Workbook in the
Counseling Office.

* The Spanish language version of the FAFSA, Cal Grant Supplement, and the
California Student Financial Aid Workbook will be available in the Counseling
Office.

* Keep working on the forms.

* Be sure to use the same version of the student’s name on all forms. (Not: John
Smith, Johnnie Smith, and Jon Smith).

*  When completed, make a copy of all forms. When it is time to renew, much of the
information may be the same.

JANUARY - FEB. * Submit FAFSA as early as possible. Completed income tax forms for the current
year will facilitate filling out these forms. This is a lengthy process; do not wait
until the March deadline.

* Request a “receipt of mailing” from the post office. If your forms are lost in the
mail, the financial aid offices will allow you to submit a duplicate form if you

have a receipt. There is an additional postal fee.

¢ Mail Cal Grant form.

MARCH » Students will receive an acknowledgment that the FAFSA form has been received.
Check for accuracy of submitted information. If you have not already done so,
mail it now!

APRIL » Students will receive student aid eligibility form for the Pell Grant. Mail this form

to the college of your choice.
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TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID

Grants

These awards are made to students by state and federal governments on the basis of demonstrated
financial need.

State Grants

CAL GRANT A
Must have at least a 3.0 GPA.

CAL GRANTB
Must have at least a 2.0 GPA. This is for students who can demonstrate a financial need.

CAL GRANT C
For students having a financial need enrolling in a trade school or vocational course in California.

PELL (Basic) GRANT

Pell Grants are the largest source of free money from the federal government for students with
financial need:Pell grants are awarded to every undergraduate who qualifies and has not already earned a
bachelor's degree. It provides from $609 to $5,350 (for 2009-2010), depending on your expected family
contribution, cost of attendance and whether you are attending full or part time. It can be used to pay for
tuition, fees and living expenses at any qualifying college, including a California Community College like
College of the Canyons.You can receive only one Federal Pell Grant a year, which can be used to attend only
one college at a time.

Loans

Stafford Loan:
1. $500-$2,625 per year up to $20,000.
2. Low fixed interest rate (approximately 8%), first payment due 6-9 months after
graduation, maximum term is 10 years
3. Eligibility depends upon family size, income, etc.; easier to qualify for loans than for
grants

Supplemental Loans for Students and Parent-Plus Loans (SLS and PLUS)
1. Variable interest rate loan that is adjusted annually not to exceed 12 percent.
REPAYMENT BEGINS IMMEDIATELY.
2. Eligibility depends upon credit standards, which will be determined after all financial aid
forms have been received. Some colleges may have earlier deadlines.
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Scholarships

These awards are based upon such criteria as academic achievement, leadership, talent, motivation,
and promise. Sometimes need is also considered. Many community organizations, employers,
unions, banks, churches, service clubs, the military, as well as the colleges themselves, sponsor
scholarships.
REMEMBER: 1t is the student’s responsibility to check out all available information, handle
required paperwork (e.g. arranging for letters of recommendation and transcripts), and meet all other
deadlines. Many scholarships go unused or to others because some students, believing they don’t
have a chance, choose not to apply. However, the only way to get a scholarship is to give it a try. The
key to winning is to APPLY! APPLY! APPLY!
EXAMPLES OF AVAILABLE SCHOLARSHIPS
1. RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CORPS (ROTC) - value may exceed $100,000. Many public and
private universities throughout the country (e.g. UCLA, Stanford) provide ROTC programs. Military

obligation incurred.

2. CAMPUS-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS - application is generally part of the college admission process;
value varies.

3. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON - $10,000

4. HENRY MAYO NEWHALL - §7,000

5. BANK OF AMERICA - $1000 - $5,000

6. CALIFORNIA SCHOLARSHIP FEDERATION - $1,000

7. ZONTA - §1,000

8. ELKS -$1,000 - $15,000

9. CALIFORNIA SCHOOL EMPLOYEE ASSOCIATION-HART CHAPTER - $250 - $750
10. PHI DELTA KAPPA - $500 - $1,700

11. SANTA CLARITA VALLEY SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION - $250 - $7,000

These and many more scholarships will be available throughout the school year. Seniors are encouraged to
keep in close contact with the Scholarship Counselor and to give themselves time to meet all deadlines.
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Financial Aid/Scholarships, College, and Career Websites

Financial Aid Information/Scholarships

Cal Grant Information
www.CSAC.ca.gov

California Colleges Information Site
www.californiacolleges.edu

Common Black College Application and Scholarship Site
www.eduinconline.com

Community College Financial Aid
www.icanaffordcollege.com

Entrepreneurship Scholarship Information
www.entrepreneurU.org

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
www.FAFSA.ed.gov

Financial Aid Easy Planner
www.collegeboard.com

Financial Aid Calculator
www.californiacolleges.edu/applications/ucpais/

Hispanic Scholarship Fund
www.hsf.net/

Sallie Mae/College Answer
www.collegeanswer.com

Scholarships
www.scholarships.com
www.fastweb.com
www.scholaraid.com
www.brokescholar.com
www.FinAid.org
www.schoolsoup.com

Pre-College Information
ACT and SAT Information
ACT
www.act.org
SAT
www.collegeboard.com/splash
Free Online SAT & ACT Prep
WWWw.princetonreview.com
www.cavhs.org
www.number2.com
www.collegeboard.com/splash

College Information

Association of Independent California Colleges & Universities
www.aiccu.edu

California Colleges Information Site
www.californiacolleges.edu

Christian College Fairs
www.nccf.us

College Campus Tours
WWW.campustours.com

College and Career Search
www.collegeboard.com/html/careerbrowser.html
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College of the Canyons
www.canyons.edu
Common Black College Application
www.eduinconline.com
College Admission
WWW.assist.org
CSU Admissions
www.csumentor.edu
UC Admissions
www.ucop.edu/pathways
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions
Entrepreneur Programs
www.entrepreneurU.org
Hispanic Colleges
www.hsf.net UC Admissions
Historically Black Colleges
www.ed.gov/about/inits/list/whhbcu/edlite-index.html
National College Fairs
www.nacacnet.org
Peterson’s College Search Program
www.petersons.com/college
Resources for College for Students with Learning Disabilities of AD/HD
www.schwablearning.org/articles.asp?r=524&g=1
Tribal Colleges
www.ed.gov/about/inits/list/whtc/edlite-index.html
U.S. Dept. of Education
http://www.ed.gov/students/prep/college/consumerinfo/choosing.html
U.S. Dept. of Education’s College Navigator
http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator

Career and Employment Resources

California Colleges and Career Information Site
www.californiacolleges.edu

California Career Resource Network
www.californiacareers.info

Career Exploration (Career Voyages)
WWW.careervoyages.gov

College and Career Search
www.collegeboard.com/html/careerbrowser.html

Engineering Careers
WWW.jets.org

Entrepreneur Programs
www.entrepreneurU.org

Occupational Outlook Handbook
www.bls.gov/oco/

U.S. Dept. of Labor
http://stats.bls.gov/

General Employment
www.careerbuilder.com
www.coolworks.com
www.edd.ca.gov
www.monstertrak.monster.com
WWW.jobstar.org
www.worksmard.ca.gov
http://www.snagajob.com/jobresources/

33



General Career
WWww.quintcareers.com
WWW.cacareerzone.org
http://online.oncecenter.org
www.careerjournal.com
http://aftercollege.com
Misc. Career Links
Animal Career Sites
American Assoc. of Equine Practitioners: www.aaep.org
American Veterinary Medical Assoc: www.avma.org
American Zoo and Aquarium Assoc: Www.aza.org
Animal Behavior Society: www.animalbehavior.com
Dolphin Trainer: www.dolphintrainer.com
Elephant Sanctuary: www.elephants.com
Engineering: www.jets.org
Healthcare Career Links
www.healthcareers.org
www.discovernursing.com
United States Military Information
Air Force
www.airforce.com
Army
www.army.mil
California National Guard
www.calguard.gov
Coast Guard
www.uscg.mil
Marines
WWwWw.marines.com/page/usmc.jsp
Navy
www.navy.mil
Military Careers
www.careersinthemilitary.com
Free AVAB Prep Quiz
www.petersons.com
United States Military Academies
Air Force Academy
www.usafa.af.mil
Coast Guard Academy
www.cga.edu
Merchant Marine Academy
www.usmma.edu

U.S. Military Academy (West Point)
www.usma.edu
Naval Academy
www.usna.edu/admissions
Apprenticeship Programs
www.calapprenticeship.org
Job Shadowing and Internship Opportunities
www.SCVCareerCentral.com
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GLOSSARY

AA (Associate of Arts): A two-year community college
degree.

AS (Associate of Science): A two-year community
college degree.

Academic Calendar: Breaks the school year into one of
the following:

Semesters: two terms of 17-18 weeks

Quarters: three terms of 11 weeks (fourth term
optional).

Trimesters: two terms of 15 weeks ( third term
optional).

Accreditation: The recognition by an outside agency
that a school maintains high standards which enable
students to qualify for admission to other accredited
institutions.

ACT (American College Test): A four-year college
admission test covering: English, social science, and
mathematics. The majority college admission test in 28
states. (See SAT.)

Admission Requirements: A set of rules established by
each college for a student to be accepted.

Advanced Standing: When a student has completed
more than 12 college credits.

AP (Advanced Placement): A system by which college
freshmen may bypass entry-level courses by proving that
they have taken the equivalent in high school. College
credit may be awarded by many colleges if a student
earns a certain grade on a specially designed College
Board exam at the conclusion of an AP course. AP
courses taught within the WSHUHSD include English,
European History, U.S. History, Calculus, Spanish,
French, Biology, Government, Physics, and Computer
Science.

a-g Pattern: Refers to the list of subjects required for
admission to the University of California and the
California State University.

Audit: To attend a class for the purpose of reviewing
the information. No tests, grades, or credits are given.

BA (Bachelor of Arts): A four-year college degree.

BS (Bachelor of Science): A four-year college degree.
CAL Grants: California financial aid. Available to
students having a financial need as they continue their
education at a college or vocational school. Forms
available in the Counseling Office in December.
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California Proficiency Test: A state exam to qualify for
a high school equivalency certificate. Students must
remain in school until results are received. Applications
are available at each high school. The test is held at
various local colleges and testing sites.

Candidates Reply Date Agreement (CRDA):
Sponsored by the College Board, this agreement
establishes a common date, May 1, that is the earliest
time a subscribing college may require an accepted
applicant to say whether he or she plans to attend.

Class Rank: A student’s standing as compared with that
of the other members of the class, based on GPA grades
9-12.

College Board: Company which provides -college
entrance testing, such as SAT I, SAT II, TOEFL, PSAT,
etc. ETS (Educational Testing Service) is the testing
division. Visit the www.collegeboard.com website.

College Catalog: A book published by the college
describing requirements for admission, degrees, services,
and course descriptions. The Career Center contains
most college catalogs and the addresses of most other
colleges.

CSF (California Scholarship Federation): State-wide
honor society designed primarily for the academically
oriented, college-bound student. Eligibility for
membership depends upon last semester’s final grades.
Students who qualify for four in the senior year become
Sealbearers at graduation. = Membership is neither
automatic, mandatory, nor retroactive. Join at the
beginning of a semester, if eligible. See CSF Advisor for
eligibility requirements.

CSU (California State University): The 23 public state
campuses, such as CSUN (California State University at
Northridge) and Cal Poly , San Luis Obispo.

Credit or “semester hours” or “unit hours” or
“quarter Hours” or “unit”: A way of referring to the
number of credits which are earned in a course.
Approximately 60 total units are needed for an AA
degree, and 124 total credits for a BA degree for schools
on a semester calendar. If a class meets three hours per
week, it is usually a three unit course.

Cumulative Record: The complete record of all courses
and grades earned. Your transcript contains your
cumulative record.



Degree: Titles given to college graduates upon
completion of a program. A two-year degree is an AA
(Associate of Arts), a four-year degree is usually a BA
(Bachelor of Arts), a fifth or sixth year degree is often a
MA (Master of Arts), with a Doctoral degree requiring
approximately five additional years beyond the BA.

Early Admissions: This plan allows students to begin
college work after their junior year of high school. This
program usually is limited to exceptional students.

Early Decision: Some colleges offer to notify applicants
of acceptance or rejection during the first semester of
their senior year. There are two types of early decision
plans: the single-choice plan and the first-choice plan.

Early Evaluation Procedure: In the single-choice plan,
students cannot apply to other colleges until they have
been notified by the early decision college. In the first-
choice plan, students may apply to other colleges, but
name the early decision college as the first choice and
agree to enroll at that college and withdraw all other
applications if accepted.

Early Evaluation Procedure: A plan under which appli-
cants to Ivy League institutions receive, between
November 1 and February 15, an evaluation of their
chances for acceptance. Categories used are likely,
possible, unlikely, and insufficient evidence for
evaluation. Final notification is made on a common date
in April.

Elective: A course needed for graduation credit, but not
one of the specific course requirements.

Fee: A sum of money which must be paid for a variety of
things in college, such as admission, registration,
graduation, health services, etc.

Fee Waiver: A form available to students having family
income less than approximately $16,000 per year. The
Fee Waiver Form is submitted instead of money when
applying for college testing or admission.

Financial Aid: Money which may be derived from a
variety of sources (grant, loan, scholarships, work-study),
which helps pay for college costs. The “package” of
funds is determined by family financial need and the
availability of funds.

Financial Need: The difference between the cost of

education and what the family or the applicant can
reasonably be expected to contribute.
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GED (General Educational Development
Examination): A series of tests that adults take to qualify
for a high school equivalency certificate or diploma.
Students may not take the GED until they reach 18 years
of age.

GPA (Grade Point Average): A student’s average grade,
computed on a four point scale: A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1,
F=0; weighted courses: A=5, B=4, C=3. The GPA for
CSU system includes all courses except PE in grades 10 -
12. For the UC system, the GPA includes those grades
earned beyond the 9" grade in the “a-g” pattern of
courses. High school class rank is based upon courses
“a-g” completed in grades 9-12.

Grants: Payments made to students by various organiza-
tions, including CAL Grants from the State of California.
Grants do not have to be paid back.

Impacted Program: A college degree program (e.g.
engineering, computer science) which may be
temporarily closed to new students due to heavy
enrollment or may require supplementary screening of
student records for selection of strongest candidates.

Lower Division: Refers to courses usually completed in
the first two years of college.

MA (Master of Arts): A college degree usually requiring
about one year in a planned series of courses following
the Bachelor’s degree.

Major: The main area of study in college, usually
requiring about one year in a planned series of courses
during the four-year program.

Minor: Approximately 18 credits in an area outside
major department.

Need Analysis: A technique used to estimate a student’s
need for financial assistance to help meet education ex-
penses. It consists of two major components: (1)
estimating the family’s ability to contribute to educational
expenses, and (2) estimating the student’s educational
expenses.

Package: The financial aid offer from the institution
which is usually made up of a combination of grant, loan,
and/or scholarship money.

Parents’ Confidential Statement (PCS): A form used to
determine how much a family will be expected to
contribute to a student’s college costs.



Pell Grant Program: Qualified students who enroll at
least half time at an eligible institution of higher
education, and who demonstrate a financial need, may
receive a Basic Grant. This grant may be used at
community colleges, universities, or trade schools.
Prerequisites:  Courses, test scores, and/or grade level
that must be completed before taking a specific course.
Private College: A school which is not supported by
state taxes. Also referred to as an independent college.

PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude
Test/National Merit Scholar Qualifying Test): A
shortened version of the SAT offered in October for high
school juniors. Honors level sophomores may take the
PSAT as a practice test.

ROTC: Many colleges have units of the Reserve Officers
Training Corps that offer two and four year programs of
military training culminating in an officer’s commission.
In some colleges, credits for the courses can be applied
toward a degree. ROTC Scholarships are available which
pay for full educational costs in both public and private
colleges, including UCLA, Cal Tech, Stanford, Harvard,
etc. Further information also available in the Counseling
Office.

Rolling Admissions: This means that a college gives an
admission decision as soon as possible after an
application is completed and does not specify a
notification deadline.

SAT I (Scholastic Aptitude Test): A four-year college
admission exam measuring verbal and math reasoning
plus a standard written English test (see ACT). Most
California colleges accept the SAT or the ACT.

SAT II: One hour exams offered in 14 different subjects.
The UC system requires three SAT II’s including:
English composition
mathematics
social studies or foreign language or science or
English Literature

Scholarships: A gift of money awarded for achievement,
skills, talents, and/or financial need.

Student Aid Commission: The California State agency
which administers a number of aid programs including
the CAL Grant program.

Summer Session: College Summer School. Open entry,
without formal admission, makes it possible for students
to take classes at almost any campus and then transfer it

to the “home” campus towards their degree. Students
who plan to continue in the fall must file for fall
admission

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language): An
English exam for foreign students, used for placement in
college English classes.

Transfer Courses: College courses giving credit which
may be transferred to a four-year college.

Transfer Students: College students who transfer from
one college to another, usually at the end of the
sophomore year. It is not recommended changing
colleges during the junior or senior year, when the
student is completing major requirements.

Tuition: A fee that is paid for instruction in a private
school, college, or university.

UC (University of California): Ten campuses make up
the UC system: UCI (Irvine), UCLA (Los Angeles),
UCSD (San Diego), UCB (Berkeley), UCSB (Santa
Barbara), UCR (Riverside), UCSC (Santa Cruz), UCD
(Davis), UCM (Merced), and UCSF (San Francisco).
UCSEF is not open for freshman admissions.

Undergraduate: College student who has not yet
received a bachelor’s degree.

Upper-Division Course: Courses designated for the
junior and senior years of college.

Weighted Courses: A policy which rewards accelerated
and/or extended academic performance by giving a bonus
grade point for each honors and AP course. Students
completing courses so designated have traditionally been
given extra consideration during the college admission
process. Some colleges use weighted grade point
averages while others may use other methods to give the
well prepared student an edge in the admission process.
The more selective the college and/or major field of
study, the more “weight” given for accelerated and/or
extended academic coursework in the college admission
decisions.

Work-Study: A federally funded program that makes
part time jobs available to students with financial need.
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