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Did you knoweé?
The Placerita Prospectas available on
the school website by the 1st of each

month at

www.hartdistrict.org/placerita

Printing and bulk mail delivery delays
may cause your newsletter to be de-
layed up to ten days from the time of
mailing. Get it first by going online!

Follow Placerita Jr. High School on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/placeritajhs

Get Placerita website announcements b
email or RSS feed from our blog. Visit
www.placeritajhs.org to subscribe.

Watch Miner MorningTV Pl ac e
studentproduced daily announcements,
at mmtv.placeritajhs.org.

A periodic publication of the

Placerita Junior High
School PAC

9 Principal:

Mr. Michael Kuhlman

mkuhlma@hartdistrict.org

President:

Ms. Stephanie Linn

thedlinns@ca.rr.com

Editor:

Ms. Wendy Altman

scvwendy@yahoo.com

Thank you for working with us to ensure that
By the time this letter reaches your home, wanotorists and students remain safe.
will be well on our way into the second
guarter of the 2002010 school year. Can it Attendance Procedures
be possible that we are already talking about
the holiday season? Ifybunées tobakegaur child dfecanpus s t
the school year, but we have much to be  during the day, please have him/her bring a
pleased with so far this year. Here are a fewnote to the ATTENDANCE OFFICE before
items to consider as we head into the home school or during brunch. This will enable
stretch of this first semester: your child to be waiting for you in the office
at the designated time, instead of your
waiting for him/her. We understand that
some appointments are made at the last
In order to ensure a safe and orderly dofip  minute, but please be advised that we try to
and pickup process, it is occasionally helpfulavoid interrupting classes and there can
to review our recommendations for sometimes be a delay in getting the student if
pedestrians and motorists as they come to apdior notice is not given.
from school.

Pedestrian and Traffic Safety

Requesting Homework
On Dalbey Avenue:

(1) Use the valet line in the front of the Homework can be requested through the

school attendance office for students absent for
(2) Do not drive into the parking lot to drop MORE THAN two consecutive days. We
off your child ask that you call the office before 9 AM on

the third day and the homework will be
available in the office after 3:00 PM. Please
plan to pick up the work before the office
closes at 4:00 PM.

On 16th Street:
(@), ng not double park as you wait at
dismissal
(2) Do not conduct a-turn across all lanes
of traffic on 16th Street
(3) Never encourage a child to cross the
street outside of the marked crosswalk | 6d | i ke to highlight
areas we instituted several years ago that has really
made a difference in the academic growth of
We remain concerned for student safety wheour students. During the next several months
they cross at the unmarked intersection of  our staff will be meeting with all of the
Ignacio and 18 Street. We are also students in the school to review their STAR
concerned as we watch numerous cars makescores from the previous year, and to set
u-turns across all lanes of traffic right in frontgoals for individual improvement. These
of these students. Consequently, we are  meetings are based upon the belief that
instructing all students that they should students are more successful when they are
utilize marked crosswalks as they cros¥ 16 (Continued on pags)

Taking It to the Next Level
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COUNSELORSO ORNER

Ms. Villasenor(J-R)
svillase@hartdistrict.org

Ms. LissMonteleone(A-I)
jam@hartdistrict.org

Ms. NoriegaSilvas( S Z + all ELL Students)
cnoriega@hartdistrict.org

INCOMPLETE OR MISSING HOMEWORK? permission slip teaoff immediately.
When you received your <childés first quarter
mail, you may have noticed comments that indicated that yoNIATIONAL COUNSELING STANDARDS
child was not completing every single homework assignmenPRESENTATIONS

If that is the case, we strongly recommend By now, all 7" graders have

the student planner incentive plan. participated in counseling
presentations to meet the
counseling national standards o
academic, career, and social/

report ce

1 Remove all entertainment devices
(television, stereo, gaming device,

1ght

computer, etc.) fr U r perspnal issues Alf'Tgradeis and most of their parents
and move them into a common family participated in an academic presentation in the gymnasium an
area so that you can keep track of what your child is doingdugust 26. Counselors visited all grade English classes on
in his/her spare time. September 22, 23, and 24 for career presentations. On

1 Decide what activity your child values the most. This ~ November 19, all?gr ader s wi | |-Fréee t aL
might be watching television, speaking onthe phone, Li vingo in Tanner Hall
instant messaging his/her friends, playing video games,
visiting myspace.com, etc. If you did not attend the 7" grade Academic Presentation

1 Tell your child that there will be NO MORE of that activity on August 26, please review the PowerPoint found in the
UNLESS: counseling section of the school websit& his presentation

1 Direct your child to write the assigned homework in his/heWill help you understand the requirements of junior high, high
student planner in each academic class daily. If there is rRghool, and college.
homewor k, your child should write finone. 0 Af ter cl as
your child should approach the teacher, who will check angULLY -FREE LIVING FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL
initial the student planner. STUDENTS _

{1 After school, direct your child to complete his/her On Thursday, November 19, a}!‘@raders will be
homework in the designated homework spot in your hous@aticipating in an assembly with the school counselors.
Do not allow your child to watch television or listento ~ OUr goalis to help '?graders understand various forms of
music while doing homework. pullymg, psychological effects of bullying on each person

1 When the homework is completed, check the homework, involved, ways to handle and_ prevent buIIylng_, and sources of
together with your child, against the student planner. If help af?d support. Therg are mteractlw_a exercises, thought
your child has the required four initials (English, history, Provoking facts, and a lively presentation that will keep
math, and science) and can show you the corresponding adolescents engaged in learning and strategizing.
homework, then he/she can do the valued activity for a
specific time period of your choice, perhaps an hour. WHAT TO DO ABOUT BULLYING: TIPS FOR

1 Your child will test you with this system. He/she will makee2RENTS FROM EDUCATION.COM.
excuses for no signature and tell you reasons why his/herl' Encourage your child to report bullying incidents to
planner is not filled out or is wrong. Expect to be ou ) ] ) ] _ )
challenged and do not cave in! Be consistent and remain 1l Validate your child's feelings by letting him/her know that it
firm that there is no valued activity unless your child is normal to feel hurt, sad, scared, angry, etc.
adheres to the plan. 11 Let your child know that he/she has made the right choice

1 Students must use the student planner daily in all classes, by reporting the incident(s) to you and assure your child that

complete all classroom and homework assignments, and
study for all quizzes and tests. Students who need extra
help should see the teacher before or after school.

CREDIT DEFICIENT STUDENTS

All credit-deficient 8th graders were invited to
participate in Placerita Academy on Saturdays.
There is limited room at Placerita Academy, so if
you wish your child to attend in order to earn
credits towards promotion, please return the

s/he is not to blame.

9 Help your child be specific in describing bullying incidents:
who, what, where, when. (Look for patterns or evidence of
repeated bullying behaviors.)

2. Ask your child how he/she has tried to stop the bullying.

3. Coach your child in possible alternatives.

Avoidance is often the best strategy.
Play in a different place.

(Continued on pagé)
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Libf?f)? IL.iroes By Mrs. Lewin

The Placerita Library is having a Book Fair: At the check out stand mention Placerita so they
can creditus !

Where:
Barnes and Noble in Valencia So, if you are planning holiday purchases, think
When: December 3
December 3 at Barnes and Noble!
9am -11 pm
Thanks for your kind support at Family Reading Night and
The Facts: a special thanks to PAC for their help!

9 Everything in the store counts toward the book fair total
except gift cards and magazine subscriptions.
| The more sold, the more funds we earn as a school.

9l We use these funds to purchase books that students
request throughout the school year.

Placerita Jr. High d(r)n(tqug]%d‘;ih]lﬁ

arnes & Noble supporting

OOKFAIR ~ ™iar™

Thursday, December 3, 2009 :
Bal'lles & NOble Thursday, December 3, 2009

Valencia  Bames&Noble

Let the clerk know you are purchasing
For Placerita!

Valencia

We earn a percentage of all purchases (excluding pift card) when you

Mention Placerita at checkout. ) . .
Plaasa present this voucher prior to making your

purchase. A percentage of the net sale
will be donated to your school konganization®

“The 1

* Visit www hartdistrict. org/placerita
or call (Susan Lewin at 259-1551) for more information




PAGE4 THE PLACERITA PROSEBHOR VOLUME 36, ISSUE 3
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW

Please join us in the extraordinary concerts by our
outstanding musicians enrolled in the
Beginning Band, Advanced Band, String Ensemble and Chorus

LJuesday, December1 LI i | Ljwednesday, December9 L]
Annual Winter Concert Annual Winter Concert

All Bands String Orchestra/Chorus

7:00 PM 7:00 PM

Wm. S. Hart Auditorium Wm. S. Hart Auditorium

Musical Highlights for 2010

d¥riday, January 29 District JH Honor Band Auditions @ Canyon High School
3:30 - 9:30 PM (Advanced Band)

LJSaturday, January 30 District JH Honor Band Auditions @ Canyon High School
8:00 Am - 12:00 Noon

dXVednesday, February 24 District JH Honor Band Rehearsal @ La Mesa Jr. High
10:30 AM - 4:00 PM (Advanced Band)

LJFriday, March 5 District JH Honor Band Rehearsal @ Hart HS
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM (Advanced Band)

dBaturday, March 6 Annual District Honor Band Concert
7:30 PMWm. S. Hart Auditorium (Advanced Band)
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LJTuesday, March 16 AA Rich Musical Heritageo Adv.
7:00 PM Wm. S. Hart Auditorium
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Ciieetinss fiom the Hart By Paula Cardey, Haflacerita Liaison

The school year is off to a wonderful ~ you to check out the Hart High website. parent volunteers. Feel free to contact
start. It is hard to believe that Thanks- http://www.harths.orf Get familiar our HPO President, Jan Uberstine, at
giving is just around the corner. The  with the information that is there. Look (661) 2532302, to learn how you can
Hart High School sports and performingthroughthe Upcoming EventdNews get involved. We are always looking for
arts groups have been busy training, and Announcement8ulletin Board fun, energetic parents who like to help

practicing and pushing on toward excel-andPublicationssections of the website. out.
lence. If you are wondering how to give UnderPublicationsthe Daily Bulletin

your kids the BEST high school experi- contains the exact announcements yourPlease take note of, and mark your cal
ence ever, make sure they get involved students hear each morning at school. lfendars for, the upcoming events planng

in something other than academics. It isyour child is a bit forgetful, you can get by HPO. Placerita parents are always

good for our kids to get to know others the information yourself, by logging on welcome, and we encourage you to get

and seek out things that interestthem. t o t he Har t Hi gh wfaniliarwithélériNHgh Sclosl and the
Each child is different, and allowing necessary! Hart High staff, before your children
him or her to choose a club or organiza- start their ¥ day of school here. We

tion he or she wants to become a part ofTfo get updates on what is happening  know you will have a wonderful experi-
is one way to help him or her grow as arwith HPO (Hart Parent Organization), ence at Hart High and we look forward
individual. As parents, we can support log onto the Hart website and from the to meeting each and every one of you.
them by helping out wherever we can. menu across the top of the page, click

on ParentandHart Parent Organization See you all soon!
In order to assist Placerita parents with (HPO). | encourage you to get familiar
the transition to high school, we invite  with the types of activities that need

PPVPVPVPIPVPIVPIIIVIIVIIVPIVIVIVIVIVIVIIVIVIIVIVIVYIVPVPIPVVY

v Thursday, February 4, 2010 4
12:00 noon Hart Auditorium Foyer Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4
¥ Welcome to Hart Luncheon 12:00 noon Hart Auditorium Foyer 4

The HPO is hosting Placerita parents and the parents of Volunteer Thank You Luncheon & Presentation of 2010
v incoming Hart students from the local private schools to -2011 HPO Board ®
mingle and have lunch with Principals Dr. Nielsen and Mr.Please join us for lunch and help us honor the HPO 4
Kuhlman. Please come to help uglcome our future Hart volunteers, who have made a difference at Hart this sch&l
v parents.RSVP to one of our Hospitality Chairpersons listegiear. Additionally, the 20162011 HPO Board members 4
® on theHPO Board Memberpage of the Hart High School will be announced and thanked for their willingness to

website. contribute to a successful new year. v
® Thursday, March 11, 2010 Wednesday, May 19, 2010 4
9:00 a.m. Hart Auditorium Foyer 12:30 p.m. Hart Cafeteria 4
Get Ready for Staff Appreciation and General HPO Staff Appreciation Luncheon ®
® Meeting Although this is not an HPO meeting, it is mentioned her®

The main focus of this meeting will be to plan our annual because it is our most important event of the year. The Bt
¥ Staff Appreciation LuncheonCome watch the ideas fly as parents and students spend countless hours preparing

we figure out a way to transform the Hart Cafeteria into the¢his day so we can show our appreciation for the teache

amazing spectacle that our teachers and staff rave about and staff, who care for our studenilease help us thank

every year. the wonderful Hart staff by offering to volunteer, prepare
food, donate gifts, or donate money to pay for this amazﬂg
® Tuesday, April 13, 2010 day. ®
12:00 noon Hel d at Placeritads Tanner Hall ®
¥ State of the District Address with Superintendent, Jamie HPO Board Business Meetings ®
Castellanos The following Business meetings will be held at 9 a.m. a®

This combined school meeting will feature Hart District J an Ub e r s tCalldan fosdirdetimm at.263303 or®
v Superintendent, Jamie Castellanos, who will discuss the e-mail atoptimism4me@ca.rr.com

latest district updatesJoin us for lunch at Placerita Junior ~  Tuesday, February 23, 2010 N
® High School where you will have the opportunity to ask thé  Tuesday, May 25, 2010 *
v superintendent questions that are important to you. :
VVOVPVPVPVPVPIPIIVIIIIIIVIIIIIIIIIIVIIVIIVIIVIYVYIVPVIPVIPVIIPVPVPVYPVPYY
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Counselorsdé6 Corner

(Continued from pag@)

Play a different game.
Stay near a supervising adult when bullying is likely to
occur.

Look for ways to find new friends.

Support your child by encouraging him/her to extend
invitations for friends to play at your home or to attend
activities.

Involve your child in social activities outside of school.

4. Treat the school as your ally.

91 Share your child's concerns and
specific information about bullying
incidents with appropriate school
personnel.

Work with school staff to protect |
your child from possible
retaliation.
i Establish a plan with the school

and your child for dealing with future bullying incidents.
5. Encourage your child to seek help and to report bullying
incidents to someone s/he feels safe with at the school:
9 Campus Supervisor
{ Teacher
{ Counselor

I Administrator

6. Use school personnel and other parents as resources in
finding positive ways to encourage respectful behaviors at
school

i Volunteer time to help supervise the school during brunch5'

or lunch.

9 Become an advocate for schadtle bullying prevention
programs and policies.

7. Encourage your child to continue to talk with you about

all bullying incidents.

1 Do not ignore your child's report.

9/ Do not advise your child to physically fight back. (Bullying

—

lasts longer and becomes more severe when children figh
back. Physical injuries often result.)

4 Do not confront the child who bullies.
1 Do not confront the family of the child who bullies.

ALGEBRA, FRACTIONS, AND
DECIMALS, OH MY!

KEEPING BUSY DURING THE
THREE-WEEK WINTER
BREAK

1. Take out your chil
recent STAR Test scores. |If

your child is not yet scoring

proficient in English Language

Arts and/or math, we strongly recommend that you
have him/her review basic skills in English and math.
We find that many students who are having difficulty in
prealgebra or algebra do not have the mastery of
FRACTIONS AND/OR DECIMALS that they should
have by now. You can find many different basic skills
workbooks at A Plus Teaching Supplie&b15 Soledad
Canyon Rd # 115, Santa Clarita, 91350 (2603)
Workbooks also are available at Borders and Barnes &
Noble.

2. All students can read books for one hour per day
for Accelerated Reader points.
3. All students can work in a vocabulary
improvement workbook for thirty minutes per day.
4. Students who are taking the SAT at Canyon High School

on January 23 can work in their SAT Preparation books.

Creditdeficient students can complete a correspondence
course.

6. Creditdeficient 8 graders may be able to complete
community education packets.

Call your school counselor if you need any further information.

Principal ds
(Continued from pag#)

P e r s p edf thea stdent planner. On November
18" all students will be graphing their

all of the great opportunities available tg
you and your students this semester.

invited to take ownership over the
learning process.

We also believe that family discussions
about the importance of gesétting

help set the stage for student growth.
To facilitate this, we have provided a

scores from last year and setting goals
for the coming year.
begin talking with your child about his season.
or her goals and to encourage him or her

to be working every day to reach for the

next level of academic achievement.

As always, we invite you to read

carefully throughrhe Prospectoand to

blank graph for STAR scores on page 6visit our website for information about

We invite you to Best wishes as we head into the holiday




