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I love this time of 
year. ThereÕs nothing 
quite like springtime. 
ThereÕs a sense of 
new awakenings all 
a r o u n d u s . T h e 
weather is warming 
up, the vegetation is 
budding out, and 
Spring Break will be 
here be fo re you 
know it. There is 
definitely a lot going 
on at Saugus High 
School and IÕd like 
to keep you abreast 
o f t h e m a n y 
happenings so you 
can ad jus t you r 
calendars. 

¥ The California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) was 
given on March 13 and 14.  This test is for all 10th graders in 
the areas of Math and English Language Arts. Juniors and 
Seniors who may not have passed one or both portions of the 
test also took the exam. 

¥ Our annual Open House was held on Thursday, March 15. 
Many teachers planned a program in the gym to show off their 
class work (trade show style). The science department had a 
number of interactive experiments available for the attendees. 
Still other teachers invited parents to their classrooms. 

¥ Spring Break is from March 31 through April 7. 
¥ The STAR Tests are scheduled for April 17-19. These tests are 

specific to the 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students and they cover 
the core curricular areas of Math, Science, English and Social 
Studies. 

Continued on page 2...

Mr. Bolde and the Girls Cross Country Team at Open 
House
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...PrincipalÕs Message Continued from page 1

¥ Our award winning Literary Magazine  will host their annual reading in the amphitheater on the 
evening of May 3rd at 6:00pm in the Quad. We have some very  talented students who contribute to the 
magazine as well as other students in the fine and performing arts who will be exhibiting their work. 

¥ Prom will be held on April 28th at the Majestic Hall in Los Angeles. 
¥ The annual CAPR Awards ceremony will be held on May 1 in the amphitheater. This program honors 

excellence to all grade levels. We have held this ceremony in the spring of each year since the school 
opened. Some of the brightest and most gifted kids are brought forward to receive high accolades. 
Additionally, our seniors are presented with many honors, including thousands of dollars in scholarships.

¥ The Advanced Placement Exams are scheduled from May 7-18. We are expecting to give more than 
800 tests to students who have challenged themselves with the most rigorous academic classes.

¥ The SAMMY Awards  are presented in a special ceremony on Thursday, May 17 also in the 
amphitheater. These recognitions are bestowed upon the student athletes who most model the all around 
personÉ one who demonstrates athletic accomplishments, academic achievement, and community 
service. Each candidate will also write an essay for review.

¥ Grad Night is on Thursday, May 17 
¥ Final Exams (non-seniors) are May 30, 31, and June 1)
¥ Graduation is Thursday, May 23 at College of the Canyons.

Like I said, there is a lot going on at Saugus High School. And we didnÕt even touch on the athletic events and 
performing programs (dance, cheer, choir, band, theater, and more). 
By the way, congratulations to our Girls Soccer team for capturing the Foothill League Championship  and 
moving on to the CIF playoff tournament. Maybe they can replicate the title season of two years ago. WeÕll all 
be rooting them on.

ThatÕs all for nowÉ Have a great spring!
--Bill Bolde

District Career Center 

Are you or your student looking for 
career exploration resources, job shadow 
or college information? If so, check out 
the Career Center link on the District 
homepage, http://www.hartdistrict.org 
under the Student tab. There you will 
find links to all of the above as well as 
lots of other valuable information and 
advice. If further assistance is necessary, 
please contact Janis Fiock, District 
Career Advisor, or Pam Malowe, Career 
Development Coordinator, at the Hart 
District Office at 661-259-0033 or by 
email: jfiock@hartdistrict.org or 
pmalowe@hartdistrict.org.
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The AVID Program at Saugus High School 
is growing! 

12 out of 15 Seniors have already been accepted 
to 4-year universities across the nation! This 
could be you! How? Join AVID!

What is AVID?
AVID is a course for students in the middle with 
academic potential capable of completing a college 
degree. AVID targets students in the academic 
middle - B, C, and even D students - who have the 
desire to go to 
college and 
the 
willingness 
to work hard.  
These are 
students who 
are capable 
of 
completing 
rigorous 
curriculum 
but are 
falling short 
of their 
potential.  
Typically, 
they will be 
the first in 
their families 
to attend college, and many are from low-income or 
minority families.  AVID pulls these students out of 
their unchallenging courses and puts them on the 
college track: acceleration instead of remediation.
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) 
is defined as: 
-A structured, college preparatory program working 
directly with schools and districts
-A direct support structure for first-generation 
college goers
-A school wide approach to curriculum and rigor                                                                                
-Places AVID students in rigorous curriculum and 
gives them the support to achieve

In the AVID CourseÉ
Students learn effective study skills, collaboration, 
inquiry, Cornell Notes, writing and share the goal of 
attending a four-year college. They meet two-three 
times a week with a college and/or cross-age tutor 
for FREE!
What does AVID mean for students?
Once applied and qualified, 
AVID means free tutoring every week. So, students 
get help with homework and tests!
College and Career Awareness including guest 
speakers, presentations, and field trips. 

CAHSEE, 
PSAT, SAT, 
ACT Test 
preparation 
and practice
Study and 
Test taking 
skills 
including 
organization, 
time 
management 
and goal 
setting
First to know 
about 
Summer 
School, 
Scholarships 
and due dates

An opportunity to take rigorous coursework that 
makes students competitive in the college acceptance 
market so they donÕt have to go to COC! Students 
could go to a University after high school!
Most importantly, AVID means support and 
motivation everyday by a group of individuals 
that become like a second family!

--Crystal Hilstein, Avid Coordinator
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ÒSuper Quiz FlashbackÓ  

As I walked up the concrete stairs of USCÕs 
auditorium, my heart began to race with 
nervousness.   Today was the 2012 competition of 
Academic Decathlon Super Quiz.  After a pause, I 
remembered that I was now a judge for the 
competition 
not a 
competitor 
-- as I had 

been long 
ago for my 
own high 
school alma 
mater Hart.  

Today, I 

was 
supporting 
Saugus  
HighÕs team 
by 
volunteering 
with my coworker Kelli Williams-Korbel, another 
former academic decathlete from Saugus past,  to 
judge the students who had worked so hard to 
prepare for this yearÕs event.    We recorded and 

monitored how the teams recorded their answers.  

The topic was colonialism and the teams 
arrived in odd ensambles ranging from panama hats 
to African dashsiki shirts.  A very unique group 
came in Darth Vader uniforms. I think them mixed 
up imperialism with the dark side of the force.  Our 
esteemed team came in with coordinated blue shirts 
and a competitive, in-your-face quote from a 
someone they had studied on a ribbon of butcher 
block paper.   They came to win.

ÒCompeting in the Super Quiz was like 
fighting the final villain in a story, and I wasnÕt 
going to accept defeat, Ó boasted senior Ryan 
Nakutin.

Full of hours of jeapordy and advanced 
degrees, I 
felt 
confident 
that I would 
know the 

answers to 
most of the 
questions.  I 
quickly 
became 
humbled as 
students 
showed 
mastery of 
knowledge 

of India and 
Africa, even Australia and the South Seas.  Though 
not first in competition,  I was very impressed by our 
first and second teams performance and we received 
many individual awards.  

Competitor and senior Chris Seay said, 
ÒSeeing the hard work pay off during the super quiz 
event was an emotion that I could not describe.Ó

--Jodi Guerrero

The AcDec Team with Coach, Mr. Vilo Del Rio
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SHS Yearbook Sets a National Example

Although 
the 
yearbook 
staff works 
hard to 
produce a 
final 
product 
that 
students 
will save 
years after 
graduation, 
itÕs still 
essential 
that the 
staff seeks 
out advice 
from gurus 
across America on how the book stacks up against 
other schools.

Balfour Publication recently selected the 2011-12 
yearbook to be overrun as a national sample, an 
honor granted to less than 4% of the publications 
that the company produces. As a result, company 
representatives use the samples in their selling 
efforts and as a journalism resource in their 
workshops across the country.

From this select group of schools, a panel of judges 
picked finalists to 

be featured in 
their annual 
publication 
Yearbook, 
Yearbook. 
Recently, Balfour 
announced that 
the cover, 
endsheets, and 
divisions from our 
2011-12 yearbook 
will be feature in 
this publications.

Both Editor-in-
Chief Sonia 
Bhogal and 
Underclassmen 

Section Editor Parris Martinez recently filmed a 
video sharing their year-long process in the creation 

and inspiration for the book. The 
video will be attached to a QR code 
that will be placed in the publication 
Yearbook, Yearbook.

Check out the film on our website 
www.sauguscenturions.com/
Yearbook.

If you are interested in joining the 
staff, applications will be available in 
the front office and online towards the 
end of March. 

--Christina Tolisano, Yearbook 
Advisor

Sample Yearbook  page

Sonia Bhogal and Parris Martinez
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CounselorÕs Corner

Dan Blanchfield
Marty Fricke
Gail Gasbarro 
Sherry Kunda
Salim Raza
Dianna Rose

Spring Registration

The counselors are busy meeting with our current 9th, 10th and 11th graders choosing classes for the upcoming 
2012-2013 school year.  The registration will take place throughout the entire spring semester, culminating 
with the final stroke count being turned over to the administration by May 1, 2012, when the master schedule 
will be built for next year.   During these important registration meetings with their students, counselors are 
doing much more than just programming students for their next year of high school.  The counselors are 
completing the all-important a-g checks with our college bound students, making sure all college-bound 
students are completing all the academic classes required to be eligible to apply to four year colleges and 
universities in the state of California, doing credit checks for all students, advising students regarding summer 
school options, checking current grades and doing post-secondary planning.  

The Master Schedule Process

It is a crucial part of the process that all students take their choices for classes very seriously during 
registration as the administration will build the master schedule for next year based on the classes all students 
chose during the registration process.  The building of a master schedule can seem like a mysterious process, 
however, it is quite logical.  The master schedule must always be built to ensure that all students get all the 
classes they need for graduation and college and as many students as possible get all the classes they want.  

So, when the students meet with their counselor, they will indicate what ÒrequiredÓ classes they need to take 
next year, i.e., English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Practical Arts, Physical Education, 
Health, and World Language.  All of these classes are required for graduation, or college entrance purposes.  
The students will also indicate what ÒelectiveÓ classes they want to take in the following school year.  Every 
student needs to complete 72.5 elective credits throughout their high school careers.  When a student meets 
with a counselor, they are asked to indicate at least six possible elective classes on their course offerings sheet.  
The counselor will enter their top elective choices into the computer and the student will have the best 
possible chance of actually getting those elective classes the following year.  The elective classes, however, 
are never guaranteed.  If a student did not get the elective classes they wanted, they always have the option to 
come in during our August registration and choose other elective classes.

Continued on page 8...
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...Continued from page 7

Stroke Count

When the counselors complete the registration process for all the returning students and the incoming 
freshmen by the beginning of May, they turn over the Òstroke countÓ to the administration.  The stroke count 
is the sum total number of classes chosen by the entire student body for the following school year.  Each 
subject has an exact number of students who are requesting a particular course.  For example, there may have 
been 273 students requesting to take English 10 Honors for next year.  As there are a maximum of 39 students 
in a class, the administration would need to create five sections of English 10 Honors to accommodate those 
tenth graders.  

After the number of sections for all courses is determined, the next step in the process is to begin building the 
actual master schedule.  First, all the courses that are going to be offered one time, such as, Marching Band, 
ASB, Dance, Concert Choir, any Advanced Placement courses that only have enough signups for one 
sections, etc., are placed in the master schedule in such a way that all the students who have chosen those 
classes are able to schedule into those classes.  For instance, say a student requested AP French also wants to 
take AP Calculus, but both classes are offered at the same time?  Well, it is not fair that a student should be 
denied the opportunity to take both very important classes, so the administration would have to move one of 
those classes to a different period in order to accommodate that one student.  Once the administration 
determines that all the students requesting those singleton classes are able to schedule into all of them 
successfully, they then move onto placing all the classes offered twice into the master schedule and go through 
the same process, making sure all of the students requesting those classes are able to schedule into those 
classes.  At this point in the process building the master schedule becomes a massive puzzle to solve.  How 
does one ensure all of the students schedule into all the classes they need and want?  That is the challenge of 
building a master schedule.  The real difficulty of building a master schedule, that serves the needs of all the 
students, is resolving the major scheduling conflicts for academic subjects and using the entire schedule to 
achieve that worthy goal.  Here, it is crucial to remember that the sole purpose of the master schedule is to 
ensure that ÒÉevery student gets all the classes they need and as many students as possible get the classes 
they want.Ó

--Dan Blanchfield

Girls Basketball League Title

Congratulations to the Saugus Girls 
basketball team for their league title.  
Congratulations to Megan Dawe for breaking 
both the single season scoring record with 
568 points, but also breaking the career 
scoring record in three years with 1273 
points.  
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Check It Out!
Library Media Center News and Views

http://www.hartdistrict.org/saugus/library/

The Library Media Center has been very active with research classes and teaching information literacy skills.  
From world authors to psychological disorders to Greek gods, from 9th grade to 12th grade, students have been 
locating information, evaluating information, and applying information.  In the end, students have been 
synthesizing information into a finished product, whether a PowerPoint or a MLA formatted research paper.  
Teachers who actively engage our library program extend student learning by preparing them for college and 
job-related skills.

A Special Message to Parents of Sophomores
At the beginning of the semester, your son or daughter completed an advanced library orientation with a special 
emphasis on using electronic databases for research and general interest.  This orientation has been implemented 
throughout the district with great success. Since our colleges and universities find that students often lack these 
skills, our sophomore class is well on the way to becoming competent users of information.

Library Media Center Staff

Connie Juarez, Teacher Librarian, 297-3900 x2902 cjuarez@hartdistrict.org

Pat Barrett, Library Technician, 297-3900 x2900 pbarret@hartdistrict.org

Dolores O–ate, Textbook Manager, 297-3900 x2903 donate@hartdistrict.org

Our Mission
As Saugus High School prepares its students for the challenges of the future, the Library Media Center staff is 
committed to developing students who will graduate as responsible life-long learners, who are information 
literate, and who recognize the importance of information access to a democratic society.

--Connie Juarez

Pennies for Patients Fundraising

Each year Saugus Key Club, joining with 26,000 other 
schools across the country, participates in the fundraising 
event of Pennies of Patients. The fund is used for finding 
cures for blood cancers like leukemia and lymphoma. 
Pennies for Patients has raised more than $125 million to 
fund blood cancer research and patient aid with 
participation of millions of students across the country.  

The organization that we are supporting is the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society (LLS). LLS is the worldÕs largest 
voluntary health agency dedicated to blood cancer. Its 
mission is to cure blood cancer and to improve the 
quality of life of patients and their families.

The event takes place for three weeks typically in early 
spring every year at Saugus High School, and Saugus 
Key Club is leading the event.
To make it more fun and enticing to everyone to 
participate, we make it a race among classes. There are 
weekly winning classes and a grand-prize winning class 
for the event.

The winning class was Mrs. K. BottonÕs 2nd period 
class, with Mrs. M. BottonÕs 2nd period class coming in 
2nd place. The grand prize winning class will be 
receiving a pasta party from Olive Garden Restaurant.
Students and staff who participate in the event are 
making a big difference in the lives of others. I 
encourage everyone to participate to make a big impact 
through small change. At the end of the event, the school 
raise over $1,000.

--Clair Hong
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Chinese Spring Festival

Chinese New Year is the most important of the traditional 
Chinese holidays. In China, it is known as "Spring Festival," 
the literal translation of the Chinese name ����  (Pinyin: 
Ch! njiŽ). 
Chinese New Year is the longest and most important 
festivity in the Chinese calendar (the lunar calendar). 
Each year it has a different zodiac animal.  This year is 
the year of the dragon.  The festival begins on the first day 
of the first month following the lunar calendar, this year it 
was on January the 23rd.

Within China, regional customs and traditions 
concerning the celebration of the Chinese New Year vary 
widely. People will pour out their money to buy presents, 
decoration, material, food, and clothing. It is also traditional 
for every family to thoroughly cleanse the house, in order to 
sweep away any ill-fortune and to make way for good incoming luck. Windows and doors will be decorated with red 
color paper-cuts and couplets with popular themes of "good fortune" or "happiness", "wealth", and "longevity". On the 
Eve of Chinese New Year, supper is a feast with families. Food will include such items as pigs, ducks, chicken and 
sweet delicacies. The family will end the night with firecrackers. Early the next morning, children will greet their 
parents by wishing them a healthy and happy new year, and receive money in red paper envelopes. The Chinese New 
Year tradition is to reconcile, forget all grudges and sincerely wish peace and happiness for everyone.   

Every year, Chinese classes at Saugus High School celebrate Chinese Spring Festival by playing Chinese riddle games, 
enjoying studentsÕ talent shows, having Chinese food, and singing Karaoke in Chinese etc.  This has been a tradition for 
all Chinese classes.  This year is the fifth year of our class celebrations.  Each year we do our celebration mirroring the 
traditional Chinese customs of celebrating this holiday.

--Ying Fisher

Students celebrate Chinese New Year with food

New territory for Saugus China Exchange 
Program

The Saugus Ð GaoXin No. 1 High School Exchange 
is approaching the end of the 7th year of sharing 
students, families, communities and lives.  Over the 
last years we have received groups of 5 outstanding 
sophomores and their teacher/chaperone from our 
sister school each fall.  All members of the 
exchange groups have lived with wonderful host 
families and shared their experiences with Saugus 
students and all those they have met over the 5 
months they spent here.  Most years we also send 
groups of Saugus students and teacher/chaperones 
to our sister school either in the summer or more 
recently for short-term visits over spring break.  In 
fact a small group of students currently studying 
Chinese will be leaving for XiÕan, China in a few 
weeks for an intense 12-day study program which 

will include living with a host family, attending our 
sister-school, and finally 3 days in Beijing to visit 
the Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven and the Great 
Wall.  

We will soon begin recruiting for host families for 
the new group of students who will arrive in early 
August.  But, for the first time we are also planning 
a special two-week language immersion program 
for a group of 20 students from our sister school in 
China.  This program will include daily classes and 
activities for the Chinese students, with weekends 
and evenings to be shared with host families.  We 
expect this program to take place during the last two 
weeks of July.  If you and your family are interested 
in hosting Ð either for the fall semester, or for the 
two-week summer program, please contact Mrs. 
Stephenson at pstephenson@hartdistrict.org.
Hosting can be an enriching experience for the 
entire family. !



SHS Choir News
       

      The Choirs at Saugus are hard at work preparing for upcoming festivals 
and competitions. Our Jazz Choir will be singing at Jazz festivals all over 
Southern California these next 2 months. Our Concert Choir is gearing up 
for the Southern California Golden State Competition and the Heritage 
Festival of Gold tin which they placed first overall in 2010. Our lovely 
WomenÕs Ensemble is preparing for their tour in May and our Show Choir 
begins their competition season next week!

Last semester our Concert Choir sang at the beautiful Candlelight 
Ceremony at Disneyland. This past performance marks their 8th season 
with Disney. They also performed at the prestigious USC High School 
Invitational festival. Choir leaders spent a weekend in October working 
with the Music Faculty at USC learning leadership skills. The workshop 
ended with a mass  in the UniversityÕs incredible Newman recital Hall. 

Early this semester the Concert Choir returned to perform at the Carnation 
Plaza stage at Disneyland as part of the Community Arts Showcase. This showcase is by audition only and 
Saugus has performed there for over 10 years.

The culmination of work by these talented students will be presented at their annual Spring Concert. This will 
be held at Hart High School on May 10th at 7 p.m. Please support our kids and our school by joining us that 
evening. You will be amazed and delighted!    

--April Dooley   
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ÒFreshman Embrace the Powers of the 
Ancient Greek GodsÓ  

 Most mark the 
change in semester by the 
change in athletics, footballs 
are stowed away for  
basketballs and track.  
However, inside the 

freshman classrooms, 
second semester is 
characterized by time travel.  

Students embrace 
the voyage of notorious 
Greek epic hero Odysseus and mentally travel 
though his trials with him.  But, before they try to 
return to Ithaca, they must first act as if they are one 
of the Greek Gods and present orally to their peers.  

Some students in Mr. HinzeÕs and Ms. 

GuerreroÕs classes embraced this god or goddess 
persona with 
authentic and 
daring costumes Ð 
togas, wigs, shields 
and swords É even 
ZeusÕ own  
lightning bolt.  
Kudos to these 
brave trailblazers 

who are willing to 
take a risk in the 
fashion of Odysseus 

himself, the hero who uses strategy and masquerade 
in order to best his foes. 

--Jodi Guerrero



                           Rolling with the Waves

Nature is an interesting subject to me.  As I sit and 
observe nature wherever I may be, I see how 
circumstances affect all life.  I am always drawn to the 
ocean as many of us are.  As a teen, I always loved 
floating on my back in the ocean, with my friends 
watching the seagulls fly over head, seeing the sand 
pipers scurrying across the sand.  Spending time 
floating on the ocean and hearing the roll of the waves 
moving toward shore and the crash as they tumble over 
and wash onto the shore.  The catching of a wave while 
body surfing or diving through it and coming out just as 
it is about to crest.  The way the ocean coddles and 
plays with us and then when you least expect it, when 
your back is turned, it breaks and slaps you in the back.

Our life is a lot like the rolling of the waves. Things seem to be floating along at a pleasant pace and just 
when you are not looking, something smacks you in the back of your head, when you least expect it.  
Sometimes you are knocked off your feet, sometimes dazed, and sometimes it just leaves a little mark which 
quickly disappears.

The waves roll toward shore and 
crash and then pull back out to sea 
again.  They take a little of the 
beach with them with each crash of 
the wave and they leave ruminants 
from beaches as it moves with the 
tide.  I still like beach combing to 
see what might have been left 
behind.  It is hard to know what 
was taken or even left behind 
because we donÕt watch that 
closely.

Things and people come and go in 
our lives.  Some of us are lucky 
enough to hold on to memories 
before the waves of time can draw 
them out to sea to be left at another 
spot and sometimes forgotten.  Our 
lives are built of many grains of 
sand that move to and from as quickly as the crashing waves.

--Laurie Rolland
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